NATHANIEL HAWES

Hackney and Shoreditch. This connection, like the former,
lasted but a short time. A dispute on dividing their ill-gotten
gains occasioned a separation ; soon after which Hawes
went alone to Finchley Common, where, meeting with a
gentleman riding to town, he presented a pistol to his breast
and commanded him instantly to dismount, that he might
search him for his money. The gentleman offered him four
shillings, on which Hawes swore the most horrid oaths,
and threatened instant death if he did not immediately
submit. The gentleman quitted his horse, and in the same
moment seized the pistol, which he snatched from the hand
of the robber, and presenting it at him told him to expect
death if he did not surrender himself. Hawes, who was
now as terrified as he had been insolent, made no op-
position ; and the driver of a cart coming up just at that
juncture he was easily made prisoner, conveyed to London,
and committed to Newgate.

When the sessions came on5 and he was brought to the
bar, he refused to plead to his indictment, alleging the
following reason for so doing: that he would die, as he
had lived, like a gentleman. " The people," said he, " who
apprehended me, seized a suit of fine clothes, which I
intended to have gone to the gallows in; and unless they
are returned I will not plead, for no one shall say that I
was hanged in a dirty shirt and ragged coat." On this he
was told what would be the consequence of his contempt
of legal authority; but this making no impression on him,
sentence was pronounced that he should be pressed to death.
Whereupon he was taken from the court, and, being laid on
his back, sustained a load of two hundred and fifty pounds'
weight about seven minutes ; but unable any longer to bear
the pain he entreated he might be conducted back to the
court, which being complied with, he pleaded " Not guilty " ;
but the evidence against him being complete, he was con-
victed and sentenced to die. He was executed at Tyburn,
on the 2ist of December, 1721.
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